UNIT TEN

PURPOSE AND TONE
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Purpose:
In the first parafzraph the writer's purpose is to persuade the audience

Americans should change over to the ‘metric system. That is ‘clear because
"inefficient and old- fashioned,” that

‘hat
the author claims that.our present system is
conversions in the metric system are “€asy,
metric system. These are statements that are used to convince us, rather than to
inform ts. The purpose of the second paragraph is to inform. The author is
simply providing readers.with infermation about the people who have lived and
died on Earth. In paragraph three, the playful and exaggerated detalls tell us the

- author's mein goal is to entertain with humer.

Practice 1

At times, writing may seem to blend two purposes. An informative:
article on ‘losing weight, for -example, may include comic touches or a
persuasxvc letter.to the editor contain factual information. ‘Remember in such

cases to focus on the author's primary purpose. Ask yourself," What is the .

author's main 1dea?" That will help you. determme hlS or her pnncxpal mtentlon

,

Label each item accordmg to its main purpose to mfor'n (I) to persuade
(P), or to entertain (E).
1. In the 1886 baseball World Series, sixty-three errors were committed. '
2. Nurses assigned to intensive care units should be given shorter shifts and
- higher pay because the work is undsua]ly demanding and Stressful.”
3. It's easy to quit smoking; I've done it hundreds of times.
4.~ Shoparama has low, low prices, an outstandmg selecnon of health and
beauty products, and a convenient location near you.
__5. The career of a professional athlete is usually quite short.

) mtgaws Icakmg

" and that people would prefer the

6 An artificial odor is'added to naturdl £as so that ppople‘can tell whether -

o~
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ccording L its main purpose: to:inform (I),
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e latest chapters of a Dickens

he ship carrying th

Jess urgent and less exciting to many of us.

Worse, few people impari 8 passion for books to their children. Instead,
they leave the children irfront of the television and hope, weakly, thai
too much watching won't be bad for them- But we cammot afford to stop
reading, Books shed a light that illuminates our problems and crises.
They are also mirTors that reflect the truest image of ourselves.
2. Most of what 1 know about carpentr'y, which is almost nothing, I leamned
in’ Shop. You should know that ring the Eisenhower

I took Shop du
administration, when boys took Shop and girls took Home Economics.
2 code name for wcooking." Schools are not allowed to separate boys and
girls like that anymore. They're also not allowed to put students’ heads ir
vises and tighten them, which is what our Shop: teacher, M. Schmi
did t Ronnie Miller in the fifth grade when Ronnie used a chisel when h
should have used a screwdriver. (Mr. Schmidt had strong feelings abol
how. fo use tools properly.)-1 guess he shouldn't-haVe put Ronnie's hea
in ‘thc vise, but it (Rontie's head) was no great prize to begih ‘with, and
yolu can bet Ronnic never confused chisels and screwdrivers in later lif
_assuming he made it to later hife. - : 2 -

3. Studies of job satisfaction indicate that the vast majority of workersﬁa
ot least somewhat satisfied with their jobs-and would continue to Wol
even if they, didn't have to. The meaning of work varies from pcrééfuo

it is a course of self-respect and life purpose. For
f passing time. To still others, it is primarily :
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- often less. satlsfymg than home management. Yet,
_increases in self-esteem when empioved e
support form their fam:hes. ;

avaﬂ’ol'e :\'voﬁ-k s
Most women r
specmlly if ) lhcy expeﬂence :




TONE ‘
A Writer's tone reveals the attitude he or she has !owa;d;: ::t;)‘;c;é;(;:;
IS expressed through the words and details the writer selects. uect e
Voice can project a range of feelings, a writer's voice can pmj1 R
‘tones, or feelings: anger. sympathy, hopefulness. sadness, respeC' St

on. Understanding tone is, then, an important part of understanding n
author has written.

s To appreciate the differences in tone thai
following versions of a murder confession: g
"I just shgor ‘my husband five times in the ‘chest with this 357 Magﬂum " (Tone:
matter - of - fact. objective.

"How c:uld 1 cverJ have lleled him? I just can't bshe\'é o dld that!" (Tone:
shocked, disbelieving.) 3

"Oh, my God. I've murdered my husband. How can I ever be forgiven for this
dreadful deed?"(Tone: remorseful, regretful) >
"That dirty rat. He's had it coming for years. I'm glad I finally had the nerve to
“do it." (Tone: revengefu! triumphant)

t writers can employ, read the

Below is a list of words commonly used to describe tone. Note that two
different words may refer to the same tone or similar tones-- for example,
matter-of-fact and objective, or comic and humorous. Bnef meamngs are given
in parentheses for some of the wnrd&p g




A List of Words That Descyibe Tone

straightforward ﬁgerrul RO 8 P g
matter-or-fact joyous A
+ objective light-hearted
Lts_enous amused
‘ormal humorous ™
informal comic -
j splemn. "k T playful $ 3 7 '
b2 bitter outspoken (spoken-holdly and freely) :
.~ sorrowful impassxoned (filled with passion and strong feeling) -
;,\»depressed : tolerant (ré respecting of other views and behavior)
distressed S remorscfu] (filled with guilt over a wrong one has done)
- angry Voutra"e (\'cr\ angered)
cgtical - o sarcastic (making sharp or woundmg remarks, 1romc)
{ émt_ll mocking (ndxcu]mg, sneering; ho]dmg up for scorn)
- hesitant “scornful (looking down on someone or something) ’
,é‘fearfu] = ironic (meaning the opposite of what is expressed)
ious arrogant (conceited) s ik
. dlammed - irreverent (lacking respect) * SRR, ey
; tragic . 3 : cymcal (believing the worst of others) A\
- selfpitying i t(angry about somethmg unfair or mean) - zr e
disbelieving. < xevengefu] (wantmg to hurt someone in return for an :
£z mJury) #

% urpnsed

; i
Nvmdxcnve (ven revengefu]) (e 4
mahcnous (spiteful; mtennonally harmfu?’

%ﬁéﬁlctic Pl contemptuous (expressing great scor and disgust) j
compg,ssmnate > ambwa]ent (uncertain about a choice) f
dgz;gg ) opnmxsnc (lookmg on the bright side of thmgs) : ]
. sentim ental pessimistic (looking on the gloomy side of thmgs) iy S
5 ~ desperate (having a great desire or need for something) . A
S exci ; ~grim (harsh; dealing with unpleasant sublgptsﬁ 4_1 &




Below are fiye g

LE b, atements expressing different attitudes about a shabby
EWVedifferen,

tones are uged

op! R i L S i il
l“lmm“ tolerant humorous
s sentimental

Label each statem
Present. Then read the explanation that follows,

1. This place may be shabby, but since both of my children

: While we lived here, it has a special place in my heart. L

——~  Thisisn't the greatest apartment in~the'world, but it'siot really that bad.

3. Ifonly there were some decent jobs out there, I wouldn't be redaced to
living in this miserable dump.

_4. . This place need some repairs, but I expect the landlord to get around to
them any day now. 2

5. When we move away,
cockroaches and two mice
it

were’  born

we're planning to release three hundred
S0 we can leave the place exactly as we found

The tone 1 is sentimental.
tender emotions, In item 2, the wo
tolerant, accepting the situation
could describe the tone of item 3
blames for forcing him to live in

"It has a special place in my heart" expresses
rds "not relay that ba’d" show that the writer is
while recognizing that it could be better. We
as bitter. The writer resents a situation that he
a "m‘iserab‘l; dump." Item 4 is optimistic since
the writer is expecting the apartment to be improved soon. Finally, the tone of
item 5 is humorous. Its writer claims to be planning a comic revenge on the

landlord by returning the apartment to the intolerable condition it was in when
the tenants moved in. :

A Note on Irony

One commonly used tone is that of iron:
tone, it says one thing but means the opposite. Irony is found in everyday
conversation as well as'in writing, Following are a few examples; notice that the
quotation in each says the opposite of what is meant.

y. When writing has an ironic
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ent according to which of these five tones you think is
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11 at the béginning of & "
& g a semester vy o .

Nmmlml_\ demanding, you might c(\nn-;m St oneEe iyt

. " & e L -
parrel of laughs! T]L This class is sure going to be @

After seeing a terrible |

" g performance in a moy

the actor m\’ol‘\'cd. Now there's a person with a g:’c‘allt;ﬂmeone e wy
If a.person is a Klutz, someone might remark," CT;HCC e Dy
champion.” > 1eTe goes an Olympic

Irony also refers to situ: i

) ations in which what h: i
\what we might expect. We could ca]l 1t ironic for exar:plpm; At
L ) £ e,
So anolhexj way for a writer to be ironic is to describe sul::h s'nva b o8
few more examples of this type of irony: A o
__Helen won a lifetime ;
1 supply of Marlboros a wi

smoking. i e a week after she quit
To get some quick extra cash, Elliot sold his stereo. For his ‘birthday the
next day, his girlfriend bought him the new Whitney Houston album,

_Lber%ny‘ who adores basketball, is five inches tall. His brother Frank. who

s on being a ca 1 1 i 1S s :

plant g a cartoonist and has no interest at all in sports, is six feet three.

" Practice 3

Below are five statements expressing different attitudes about 2 boss.

A

> Five different tones are used: ¢ z
Admiring % sympathetic : bbjectiveA
Ironic critical - - : N

- For each statément, write the tone that you think is pl_;esent. St

1. Tonyisan excellent manager - the best one I've w&ba&
I know Tony's boy s been sick. Naturally it's Hard for him to

concentrate on work right now.

3. Tony's too ambitious for his own g,oo‘d.v That ambition may yet destroy

him and the company.

4. Under Tony Robertson's leadersh
increased 30 per cent in the Jast six months.

5. Tony's wonderful, all right. He's gotten as

slightest idea of how to-manage a division. -

ip, sales in appliance division have

far as he has without the
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" 10.

Thié“’;]ow‘“g conversation between mother-and son involves five of the
tfm N om 1 the box below. For each staterment, write the tone that
you think is present,

threatening joyful solemn straightforward

Sympathetic pessimistic self-pitying  ironic

nostalgic disbeliebing i it e e

. "Please take the garbage out on your way to school this morning."
. "Sure, Morn. I've been looking forward to that chore all" mommgv."» o
. “Listen, young man, if you don't start fulfilling your responsibilities

around this house, your father and I will start asking you for rent or to
find your own place."

. "Okay, I'll take the garbage out. But you know it's not easy going to

school full-time, working twenty hours a week, and just getting over 2
bad case of the flu." :

"] know, honey, thiis semester has been an especialiy difficult one for
you." >

.o
Practice 4

Each passage illustrates one of the tones in the box below. In each space,

put the letter of the tone that best applies. Don't use any letter more than once.

Remember that the tone of a selection refJects the author's attitude. To

find the tone of a paragraph, ask yourself what attitude is revealed by its words

if

_and phrases :
a, arrogant b.forgiving . worried d. sorrowful
| e. revengeful f. affectionate g. hypocritical ~ h. scornful

Spam- that slimy canned pork produét- is surprisingly stitl around after

more than fifty years. Despite its high fat cont=nt (more than three and a

half teaspoons per fwo-ounce serving) and high calories count (171
calorics per serving), more than four billion cans have been sold since
1937. Spam's greasy, rubbery consistency and salty flavor have made it
the butt of many jokes-such as David Letierman's suggestion of Spam-v
on-a-rope for people who want to_eat and shower at the same -time.
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record of everyone
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Shareholders in George Hormel andhovsands of years, at leart.

way to the bank. More than three cins Ohn};,(hap“};wn;f' (';‘FM
second, despite its hllgh cost-pound it costs about the same as srtnne CVcl:y
My grandfather lived with my family as I grew u;; and -ompsl;a .
warmest early memories revolve'around him. He Was’ a sw;ﬂ r:ar(: v:i’,
simple tastes. He liked Western movies, and when I was a preschooler
he often took me along to see them, After the movies, we wgu]d 0 10 :;
nearby Bridgeman's ice-cream shop. He would order ’a hot»choco%ate It
always came with a couple of sugar cookies, which he would give to ;'nc
to eat with my scoop of ice cream. Once I began school, he would go the
Westerns alone. But it wasn't unusual for me to come home from school
and find/those same sugar cookies waiting for. me in a Bridgeman's
napkin.  # i
By the year 2000 there will be nearly ten million Americans over the age
of eighty. Can we expect these people to e cared for by their relatives,
who are themselves in heir sixties? If the caregivers are retired, they
may have more time to take care of older family members, but the costs
of such care (especially in terms of retirement income) are high. As the
retirees grow older, the task of caring for older people becomes harder,

This is made moré difficult by the fact that old age can be distressing__

because ittis a time of continual loss. Too often adults take in ailing,
elderly relatives without being aware that they are taking on an immense
full-time job. Such caregivers should have somewhere to furn for help.
Are you on my list? If you know me, you may well be. See, I keep 2
who's ever crossed me. Whether it's for making fun
of my new dress, of stealing my boyfriend, I believe in getting mad and
getting even. It may take a while, but I settle the score with everyone on
my lost- the girl who made fun of my dress, for example. It took me a
whole year to get back at her. Finally, oné night a date took me o 2
party she gave. I took advantage of the opportunity and spilled red nail
polish on the white Tug in her powder room. That night, I took great
satisfaction in crossing hername off my list. ! P > ;
My mother died a week after I had given birth to my. first child. Mother
and 1 had both wanted desperately for her to see little Emily. And Mom *
had managed to hang on for mont

hs, despite ‘the cancer that was
ravaging her body. I had just spoken to her the night before, and lr?y
plans were to bring Emily the fifty miles to see Mom that weekend. "I'm
going to do it,” Mom said.

"' going to hold my granddaughter before I
die." But it was not to be.
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e R U IOt (1), to persuade (P), or 1o entertain (E).

3
1

Americans love parks and wildlife refuges. but the crowding Xhegwf;ncsj
thee 15 2 national disgrace. Parking lots are packed, and s we);l
through parks and refuges are often so jammed that they mngh! ZS o

be the parking lots. Playing fields and barbecue grills are claimted early
in the day, and even on remote trails voices can be heard from cl‘),cry
direction, Americans badly need more land devoted to open space where

i i wned
- hature walks, picnics, and camping can take plaCevn'n uncr'? ‘i
tranquility. Communities across ‘the nation should establish parks :

trails that provide free access to open space for everyone. :
Sediment will sometimes accumulate in shower heads, causing the water

to flow unevenly or completely clogging the shower head. Sometimes .

briskly opening and closing the adjustment mechanism a few times is
enough to solve the problem. If this does not work, remove the shower

- head from the wall, holding onto the pipe while you unscrew the shower

head so that you do not loosen the pipe inside the wall. Once you have
removed the shower head, try cleaning it with a toothpick or wire, If

~necessary, take the shower head apart 'a_nd soak 1t in water ovf:might to

soften the mineral deposits.

 One afternoon a man entered a bar with his dog ana"ordered two martini.
He drank one martini, and his dog, drank the other. The same thing -

happened for the next three days. On the fifth afternoon, the dog came in

alone, and the bartender served him a drink without even asking. The

yesterday that I brought you a present," he said, "I¢'s a king crab." “Oh,
thanks," said the bartender. "I'l take him home for dinner." "Oh no,"
said the man. "He's already had dinner. Why not take him out to a movie
MERAT i e e ' 5

During the fifties and sixties, researchers discovered that monosodium
_gluamatc (MSG), commonly used to flavor foods, caused brain darhage
mlbaby rats, n_n'ce, and monkeys. In 1970, a Nati'ona} Academy of
Sc:ence; committee: concluded thay MSG in food is unlikely to harm
hun:en nnfaqts; but the commitiee nevertheless rccdmménded that MSG
1ot be used in baby B lbep‘-howevcr, the baby-food ihdus&y had

because of public pressure, :

next day the man came in carrying a box. "You were S0 nice to my dog

e
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